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aTag = 'associative tag'

http://hcls.deri.org/atag/

Developed by Matthias Samwald and Holger 
Stenzhorn

http://hcls.deri.org/atag/
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aTags are also generated from databases and
text mining results
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There is more than meets the eye...

RDFa + SIOC + 
good domain ontologies/terminologies (OBO, 

DBpedia, Uniprot RDF)

RDFa is simple to embed into existing systems

Articles, websites, biomedical databases, blogs, 
wikis, e-mails...
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Transmitter A
Molecular Binding 
Receptor B in
Region C

Region C  
axonal projections
Brain region D

Brain region D 
aversive stimuli
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keep it simple; balance 'semantics' and 
'pragmatics'; low entry barriers

do not invent yet another new vocabulary; re-use 
popular vocabularies, ontologies and linked data 

sources

make it simple to create applications and user 
interfaces (!) – always carry human-readable 

along with machine-readable information (and 
vice-versa)

blur distinction between 'text' and 'data'
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Synergies with work of other participants

alignment with discourse representation with 
SWAN (SWAN-SIOC project) and SALT

RDFa

data in aTag format  BioRDF, LODD→

simple tools for creation and search of 
statements
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